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Continuing The Iowa

Tradition
&; school spoil therest of your
summer fun.

Assummer gradually turnstofall, spend some
time outdoors between school activitiesto watch
nature changeitsroutine, too. Observetheleavesas
they changemany brilliant colorsand thevarious
animalsas some preparefor winter and othersmigrate
south.

Back to school meansa
routineof going to bed earlier,
homework and sports practices.
But don't | et the beginning of

Pull out your jacketsto go camping and
picnicking with your family, and roast hot dogsover
theopenfire. Do somefall fishing. Check out the
activitiesand hunting dateson the calendar, so you
can go experiencethesethingswith your family.

Asyouexplorethe
outdoorsthisfdl, makethese
many eventsnew traditions.
Ask othersabout long-lasting
traditionssoyou can help
preserve and continuean

lowalegacy.
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When is a Waterfowl Hunter a
Boater?

by Dale Anderson

Waterfowl huntersare anindependent lot.
They usualy havetheir own favoritebrand of nontoxic
shot shells; they likeaparticular type of decoy; they
havetheir favoritewaterfowl shotgun; andthey don't
consider themselvesboaters. After al, isn't the duck
boat smply ameansof getting to your hunting blind
and back to theramp at the end of the hunt? Water-
fowl huntersshouldn’t havetoworry about lifejack-
ets, fireextinguishers, boat cushions, and the
like...shouldthey?

You' d better believethey should worry about
them. Each year many duck and goose huntersdrown
becausethey failed to properly preparefor their
boating experience. They did not think of hunting their
favoritegameasan exercisein boating.

Recently, Minnesotareviewed 10 separate
accidentsthat resultedin 14
waterfow! hunter desthsand

found eight commonfactors
that contributed to those
degths.

continued on page 4




2005 Educational
Youth Deer Hunt

W

* by Kim Rasler - Springbrook CEC

Don't missthisgreat opportunity! Thisyear’s
Educationa Youth Deer Hunt isscheduled for Novem-
ber 18-20, 2005.

A Bold Beginning

In 2004, the lowa Department of Natural
Resources sponsoreditsfirst Educationa Youth Deer
Hunt at the Springbrook Conservation Education
Center at Springbrook State Park. The event was
designedtointroduce youth hunters (maleand female),
ages 12-15 years, to the outdoors and the sport of
antlerlessdeer hunting using mentorsand an educa:
tional program.

Though limited to only 20 youth last year, the
programwasvery successful, and isconsidering
increasing the number of participantsin 2005, aswell
asthenumber of locationsto hunt in (Springbrook
State Park, Viking Lake, and Green Valley).

Excellent Education
TheEducationa Youth
Deer Hunt consists of
information onthemany
aspectsof deer hunting
which helpscreateapositive
and safe experiencefor the
youth and mentor.
Thisyear’seduca
tiona programswill, again,
beheld at Springbrook
Conservation Education
Center and consist of
whitetall management/biology
scouting basics
safety issues
fidddressng

hunting equipment
gamecare

sfety trall
bloodtralling
huntinglaws
gghtinginof firearms
photogr_aohy
processing

Programsstriveto be hands-onto allow
participantsactiveinvolvement. Thehunt followsthe
educationa sessionsto alow theyouth to apply what
they havelearned. Parkswill bemarked off in hunting
areas and each youth/mentor teamwill beassigned an
areato hunt and harvest one deer. Though the 2005
cost hasnot been set, it will beminimal for thein-
depth educationa programs, lodging, food, and
hunting experience.

Awesome EXxperiences

Thebeauty of this
opportunity isthat al
levelsof experience-in
theyouth or mentor - are
welcomeand encouraged
to attend. Some of the
participantsin 2004
included amother/son
teamwithno hunting
experience (who har-
vested thelr first deer that
weekend), ayouthwho
liveswith hisgrandmother
that was provided aqualified mentor, and aphysically
disabled father who partici pated with hisson through
the program. To provide an opportunity for asmany
peopleaspossible, thereisalso accessto Bud Lifts
(hydraulic deer stands), for individualswith physica
chdlenges

The 11 deer harvested in 2004 proved the

experience even moresuccesstul for everyonein-
volved. Somehuntershad theirsprocessed at alocal
locker; sometook theirshome; and some hunters
donated theirsto the HUSH program (Help Us Stop
Hunger - www.iowahush.com).
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Prime Preparation
FW- N To participate
inthehunt, youth
huntersneedto
acquireaHunter’s
== Education certifi-

y cate. Todothis,
they needto
completea
Hunter’sEducation course, whichisoffered locally.
You can find Hunter Education Courseson-lineat:
http:/Aww.iowadnr.comvlaw/lawdb/viewcourse html .

Other criteriayouth must meet areto: 1) attain
theage of 12 yearsor not be older than 15 yearsby
11/18/05, 2) never have harvested adeer before, and
3) obtain amentor. A qudified mentor issomeonewho
iS18+ yearswith avalid 2005 hunting licenseand
habitat stamp who will accompany theyouth.

Thementor’sroleisto help guideayouth
hunter toward the ethical and enjoyable sport of
hunting using the program and opportunitiesat
Springbrook. (If ayouth doesnot haveaccesstoa
mentor, the option of requesting amentor from
Springbrook CEC may bearranged.)

Interesting Information

TheEducationd Youth Deer Huntisan
excellent way tointroducethisexciting sport to anew
generation aswell ashelp control the deer population.
Thisprogram givesyoung huntersan opportunity for a
positivefirst experiencethat they can carry withthem
therest of their livesand allow the mentorsto sharein
that experience, also.

For moreinformation, contact A.Jay Winter at
Springbrook Conservation Education Center 641-
747-8383 extension 11 or at
day.winter@dnr.gate.iaus.

[ ]
*Buy your hunting and fishing licenses on-line at
swww.iowadnr.com.

¢Just click on Hunting Information on the menu
«at theright and then click on Hunting/Trapping
sLicenseFees.

Natural Area
Spotlight

INn1951 Green Valley Lake
wasbuilt through the City of
Creston, lowaDepartment of
Natural Resourcesandthe
€l ectric company combining their resources. A contest
was held to see who could come up with the best

namefor thelake, and Lena Simpson wonwiththe
contributed much to the state park o
system. Water skiing ruleswerefirst 774
tested onthislake and famous \

have often visited the park.

With nearly 1,000 acresto explore, many
vistorstoday enjoy camping, walking thenaturetrails,
al-year long. Inthe pring, summer andfall, thehiking
trallsaresurrounded by beautiful prairieflowersand
grasses. Inthewinter, icefishermen of al agescome

name GreenValley Lake.
Green Valley Lakeand State Park have

guestssuch as Smokey Bear, Ric

Rac Raccoon and Woodsy Owl

swimming and playing onthebeach, fishingor smply

driving through the park to seethe abundant wildlife

tothelake. Vist Green Valley and explore nature any

timeof year!

Green Valley Guages
Lakearea: 390 acres
Water ski area: 150 acres
Hikingtrails: 13 miles

Boat ramps:. 4

Handicap fishing piers: 2
Cabins: 2

Campsites: 144
Shorelinelength: 12 mi.
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When is a Waterfowl Hunter isa
Boater ? continued

Waterfowlersaremorelikely to
drown inaboating accident that be
shot by ahunting companion.

Noneof thevictimswerewearing a
personal flotation device (PFD), and
only oneeven had aflotation cushion
intheboat.

2/3 were men between the agesof 18
and 23 yearsof age. Possibly be-
causeyoung menaremorelikely to
takegreater risks, and generally have
lessexperiencethan older hunters.

All of theaccidentswerearesult of
theboat capsizing or swamping dueto
overloading, sudden shiftsinweight,
or weather conditions.

All but one happened under cold,
stormy conditionsinthelatter haf of
the season.

60% werein canoesor boats 12’ and
under.

Hypothermia(lossof body heat dueto
immersionin coldwater) wasa
contributing causein most of these
deaths.

Morewaterfowl hunter drownings
occur onsmall doughsthanbig lakes,
possibly because big water hunters
uselarger, more stable boats, and are
morelikely to carry PFDs.

So what do these factorsteach us about water
safety and waterfowl hunting? Themost important
thingwe can doiswear our PFDswhiletraveling to
andfromtheblind. Now most waterfowl hunterswill
tell you that they do not want the orange from most
common PFDsinthelr
boat to scare off the ducks
or geese. Thereisa
solutiontothat problem.
PFD manufacturersnow
makeacamouflage
version of aPFD calleda
“float coat”. Thisissmply

along-deeved coat with floatation built right into the
lining of the coat. Just make surethat thecoat isU.S.
Coast Guard approved. You cantell thisby looking
for theapproval tag either stitched into thefabric or
stamped inink onthefabric. Somewhereonthat tag
will bea® Coast Guard Approva Number” which
assuresthat the PFD you purchased has passed
stringent testing requirementsand iscertified asasafe,
dependablelifesaving device.

Another thing thesefactorscantell usisthat
overloading should beavoided at dl costs. All boats
built within the past severa decadeshaveacapacity
plate which showshow large of amotor you can use,
how many peopleyou may haul intheboat at one
time, and themaximum load limit of theboat. Keepin
mindthat al of those decoys, decoy weights, shot-
guns, shells, boat gas, lunches, coffee, and whatever
elseyou takewaterfowl hunting addsweight to your
boat. Make surethat your boats maximum capacity is
not exceeded.

Watch the weather when you go hunting.
Many seasoned waterfowlerswill tell you that the best

_ hunting of their liveshasoc-
curred just beforeastorm
front. If you seeastormfront
approaching, plan your route of
escape and remember that
many hunterswill beheading
for the boat ramp at the same
time. If youplantoridethe
storm out, make surethat you
areinaprotected areawhere
largewaves cannot reach you
and do not attempt to crossa
largebody of water in such
conditions. Older duck hunters
oftentell thestoriesof the
famousArmistice Day Storm of 1940 when hundreds
of hunterswere stranded and scores drowned when
boats capsized or swamped in six foot swellswhipped
by 50 MPH winds.

W
¥




When is a Waterfowl Hunter isa
Boater ? continued

If you dofind yoursalf unexpectedly inthe
water, DON’ T take off your boots/waders. Just keep
your kneesbent to trap air in them and they will float
theleast buoyant part of your body —your legs. If you
arewearing your float coat, you can easily stay afloat
for long periodsof timeunder these conditions. Your
only concernthenwill be stayingwarm and avoiding
hypothermia.

Tolessen theeffectsof thisdeadly phenom-
enon, assumethe heat escapelessening position
(H.E.L.P). Just crossyour ankles, keep your arms
folded over your chest, and draw your kneesup to
your chest. Asyou lean back, you should try to relax.
Thisposition should lessen the escape of heat from
your body by at least 50%. Thisisagood timeto
makeuseof asignaling devicelikeawhistleto sum-
monaid.

Thelast thing thesefactorscantell usisthat
alcohol and hunting do not mix. Alcohol not only
impairsyour judgment whilehunting, but it also makes
you fedl warmincreasing your susceptibility to hypoth-
emia

WEell, thereyou haveit —several reasonswhy
waterfowl huntersneed toredlizethat they truly are
boaters. If every duck and goose hunter will just take
alittletimeto preparetheir hunting boat for the
upcoming waterfowl season, it will be possibleto have

both afun AND safe hunting adventure.
Satistics used are from Minnesota DNR pamphlet “ Pre-
scription For Duck Hunters’

What you need

Black construction paper

Wax paper

Crayons or crayon pieces in fall
colors

Glue

Scissors

Iron (with adult supervision)

How to make it

1.

2.

. Next, shave crayons using colors

Take black construction paper,
and cut it into 5x5 squares.

With two pieces of paper to-
gether, trace a leaf on the top
square. Then, cut out the leaf
with the two pieces together. The
square will remain solid around
the edges with a leaf pattern cut
out of the middle.

of fall leaves. Using a warm iron,
melt the crayon shavings be-
tween two pieces of wax paper.
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. Then, cut the wax paper to fit

between the two squares of con-
struction paper.

. To assemble the “window,” place

one square of construction paper
on the table, and glue your wax
paper “glass” to that square.
Then, place the second square
over the first square making sure
your leaf pattern matches up.

. Glue the two squares together

and hang in the window.
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